Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 100 K; mean (C-C) = 0.004 Å; R factor = 0.032; wR factor = 0.088; data-to-parameter ratio = 12.7.
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Experimental
Crystal data [Mn 2 (C 18 Table 1 Selected geometric parameters (Å , ). Data collection: APEX2 (Bruker, 2004 ); cell refinement: SAINTPlus (Bruker, 2004) ; data reduction: SAINT-Plus; program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXS97 (Sheldrick, 2008 ); program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 2008) ; molecular graphics: ORTEP-3 (Farrugia, 1997) ; software used to prepare material for publication: SHELXL97 and PRPKAPPA (Ferguson, 1999) .
oxidation states of manganese better than any other ligand systems, as it is evident from the sheer number of publications in this area (Vites & Lynam, 1998) 
was one of the earliest crystallographically characterized manganese(III) Schiff base complexes (Pecoraro & Butler, 1986 ).
This may be considered as a prototype molecule, that has led to the development of large number of manganese(III) complexes with a square planar MnN 2 O 2 core, stabilized by a chiral-salen ligand and a chloride ion in the axial position (Zhang et al., 1990; Jacobsen et al., 1991) . In our effort to synthesize dimeric manganese(III) complexes of a salen-like ligand, N,N'-bis(o-hydroxyacetophenonylidene)-1,2-diaminoethane with o-chlorobenzoate as an ancillary ligand, we unexpectedly obtained a dimeric manganese(III) complex stabilized by the Schiff base and two axial chloride ligands. Here we report the crystal structure of the new dichloride dimer (Fig. 1 ).
In the title compound, the centrosymmetric dimer is crystallographically half independent and consists of two Mn (Saha et al., 2004) , where the corresponding bond length is 2.375 (5) Å. The Mn···Mn separation in the title com-
To a solution of Mn(o-Cl-C 6 H 4 CO 2 ) 2 .2H 2 O (1.00 g, 2.49 mmol) and o-hydroxyacetophenone (0.68 g, 4.98 mmol) in methanol (40 ml), ethane-1,2-diamine (0.14 g, 2.49 mmol) was added. The solution was stirred for 20 min, filtered and left to evaporation in an open conical flask. Brown crystals were deposited in 2-3 days. These were collected by filtration, washed with methanol, and dried in air (yield 0.80 g, 80.6% based on Mn).
supplementary materials sup-2 Refinement H atoms were positioned geometrically and refined as riding atoms, with C-H = 0.95 (CH) and 0.99Å (CH 2 ) and U iso (H) = 1.2U eq (C), and with C-H = 0.98Å (CH 3 ) and U iso (H) = 1.5U eq (C).
Figures Fig. 1 . Molecular structure of the title compound. Displacement ellipsoids are drawn at the 50% probability level. [Symmetry code:
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